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Role of the National Agency for Automotive Safety and Victims' Aid
- Focused on the activity of four Ryogo Centers and two Affiliated Hospitals -

Nobuo OKA, M.D.
Chiba Ryogo Center, National Agency for Automotive Safety and Victims'Aid

SUMMARY

The National Agency for Automotive Safety and Victims' Aid (NASVA) was established in 1973 to improve safety
of automotive traffic and to support the victims of automotive accident. In 1984, the first Ryogo Center was estab-
lished in Chiba city, as a part of the activity of NASVA, which was a specialized hospital for severely brain damaged
patients by automotive accident. Now, four Ryogo Centers and two affiliated hospitals treat patients in vegetative
state or in minimally conscious state. Every patient admitted to the Ryogo Center is examined using state-of-the-
art medical equipments such as MRI, PET, MEG, along with meticulous bedside neurological examinations. Based
on such medical information, rehabilitation program was made for each patient. The basic concept of the rehabilita-
tion is to apply natural stimulation as much as possible, and to rebuild the activity of the patient by reconstructing
the residual function of the brain. Most of the patients admitted to the Ryogo Center were in chronic stage. It is
generally accepted that the functional improvement of severely brain damaged patients in chronic stage is extreme-
ly difficult. However, a great part of patient admitted to the Ryogo Centers and the affiliated hospitals show
improvement of various degree. A considerable number of patients showed remarkable improvement. In Japanese
medical circumstance, the opportunities for receiving well-programmed neurological rehabilitation is small for the
severely brain damaged patient in chronic stage. The number of death caused by automotive accident is decreasing
year by year, but even now, the role of NASVA and four Ryogo Centers and two affiliated hospitals is important,
because we still have many severely brain damaged patient waiting for neurological rehabilitation.
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