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Introducing JASMEE (Japan Society for Medical English Education) and
Examination of Proficiency in English for Medical Purposes (IEIKEN)
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English is absolutely essential for doctors. English is necessary to read and write medical papers, as well as speak
and listen at conferences. The importance of English is increasing in medical education due to expansion of globali-
zation in various fields. The Japan Society for Medical English Education (JASMEE) was established in 1998 for
the purpose of teaching medical English. A part of the society’s work is to conduct and promote the Examination of
Proficiency in English for Medical Purposes (IEIKEN). IEIKEN’s purpose is to measure the ability to read and write
papers related to medicine and listen and speak in English. There are few “medical” examinations around the world
so this examination is extremely rare. The examinees are not only doctors, nurses and medical students but also
educators, publishers, translators and interpreters. Four grades are used to evaluate medical English. IEIKEN is a
good test to estimate the ability to understand medical English.

JASMEE is striving to promote IEIKEN as a standardized test for medical English.
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poses, IEIKEN
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Table.1 The goal of grades
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Table.2 The detail of the examination for grades
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Fig. 1 The poster of 8th Examination of Proficiency in
English for Medical Purposes
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Practical Setting

29\ Conversation

Examination of Proficiency
in Engl Medical
Purposes (EPEMP)

Fig. 2 The textbook of Examination of Proficiency in
English for Medical Purposes for 3rd & 4th grade
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